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included by way of guarantees.    I am simply throw-
ing it out as a suggestion.
The Chairman : I quite follow. Would you mind
ascertaining for me whether in distributing the indi-
viduals of the police force the Inspector-General does
consider the distribution from the point of view of
similarity of race or religion ?
 150.	Dr. Atnbedkar : Do you do that ?—Yes.
 151.	If you do that, this difficulty will not anse
very much ?—The   Superintendent   of   Police   you
mention is in charge of a large district in which
undoubtedly Hindus predominate.    Why should you
pick on Godhra itself and say   " Let us protect the
minority here and let the majority in the rest of
the district look after itself ? "
 152.	Because there is more danger of riots taking
place in a concentrated area than in a village where
the population is more scattered.    Communal tension
is greater in cities than elsewhere, and I think you
might have that prominently in view in making your
distribution ?—The quelling of communal disorders
is a very small part of a police officer's duties, or
ought to be at all events.
 153.	Although you are acting under the authority
of the District Magistrate, the execution is certainly
in your hands ?—In this particular case the riot was
finished in half an hour, and the rest was just talk.
Dr. A mbedkar : True, but you might get some
prevision as to what is coming. I am just putting
this as a suggestion.
The Chairman (to Dr. Ambedkar) : I am very
interested in this, and perhaps you will not mind
my making a comment. What I should like to
follow is your own view about it; I do not know
whether your colleagues share it. I am listening
with great interest to this, because I am interested
to know whether it is the view of yourself and your
colleagues that if a policeman is an Indian it may be
assumed that he will favour his own community.
That seems to be the effect of those questions.
Dr. A mbedkar:  It is an assumption.
The Chairman : But I am sure you are dealing
-with the facts as you think them to be, and of course
that is very material if that is so. No one, I think,
suggests the English policeman favours a particular
community deliberately, though he may make mis-
takes, like everybody else ; he has the advantage
that he happens to be a neutral person, and some-
times he may be helpful in that way. Your question
rather suggests, you know, that you hold the view
that if the policeman is an Indian you would assume
that he would favour his own community.
Dr. Ambedkar : His natural inclination would be
that way, or at least the population believe it.
154.'Khan Saheb Abdul LatiJ: What is the pro-
portion of Muhammadans and Hindus in the higher
grades of the service ?—You mean in the superior
cadre of the police ?
 155.	Yes ?—Out of the 5, we have 2 Muhammadans,
1 Parsi, and 2 Christians.
 156.	The Chairman:   Would you make it quite
clear to whom you ar_e referring ?—To the 5 officers
who are Superintendents of Police.
 157.	Of your 27 District Superintendents of Police,
I think you told us 5 were Indian officers ?—Yes.
 158.	And the answer is that of those 5, 2 are
Muhammadans ?—Yes,   2  Muhammadans,   1   Parsi
and 2 Indian Christians—Anglo-Indians.
 159.	Khan Saheb Abdul Latif;   In cases of com-
munal tension, are not complaints often made about
such Indian police officials siding with persons of
their community ?—They are invariably made by the
opposite community.	'
 160.	Do you think that the present staff of police
is sufficient to maintain law and order ?—It has been,
•so far :  I will not prophesy.
 161.	Is not it true that the C.I. Department has
not inspired confidence in the minds of the public,,
and, rightly or wrongly, are not complaints often
made against that department by the public ?—All
I can say is that the demands on the C.I.D. are one
hundred times more than they can supply.   Out of
 every hundred applications for assistance from the
C.I.D. we are able to satisfy only one. That rather
goes to prove the opposite.
 162.	Are not officers of the C.I.D. drawn from the
deputy   superintendents ?—Yes,   they   are   officers
picked out for their investigating ability.
 163.	Do such officers receive any special training ?
—It is  their life's training.    They  qualify in  the
school of experience, and when they become out-
standing investigating officers they are taken into
the C.I.D.
 164.	Are there communal troubles going on be-
tween the touchable and untouchable Hindus ?—No,
not to my knowledge.
 165.	Not in your  Presidency, at Mahad ?—Very
small, if anything.
 166.	Rao  Saheb  Patil:   What  will  be,   in  your
opinion, the appropriate time for transferring law
and order, and the police in particular, to popular
control under a Minister ?—I cannot venture any
opinion.

 169.	Rao   Saheb   Patil:    I   want  to  know  your
difficulty   about   transferring   your   department   to
popular control.    *      *     *     —The reason I gave
before was that I did not think it right that a police
officer should be placed under the orders of a Minister
who might have a great deal of pressure brought to
bear upon him which might threaten his very office,
his   emoluments,   his  whole   political   career.    The
easiest thing in the world for him to do would be to
sacrifice the police officer in order to maintain bis
position, and, frankly, I do not feel that the time
has come when we should be absolutely safe and
certain that that would never happen;   and until
I do have that feeling myself I should always be
antagonistic to the transfer of the police department
to a Minister who is responsible to the electorate.
 170.	The Chairman:   Of course, I think it ought
to be made entirely clear that in the answer you
are giving you are stating your personal view ?—
Yes.

 175.	Syed Miran Muhammad Shah :   Can you tell
me if this usual suspicion of the superior officers is
a transitory phase in -Indian life, or whether it is
inherent in the Indian people that they will always
suspect each other ?—Well, that is a question of
evolution.
 176.	You think that it is a transitory phase owing
to the particular tension between the communities
at this time ?—Yes.
 177.	I am sure you must have officers wno are
enjoying the confidence of both communities ?—Yes.
 178.	Have you any experience of receiving com-
plaints against European officers also in times of
communal tension being partial to one side or the
other ?—Yes, we have had.
 179.	Do you consider your Indian officials in the
higher categories to be quite capable of administering
the area under their control ?—Yes.
 180.	Is it a fact that you did carry on retrench-
ment in this Presidency a few years back ?—We have
been doing it consistently for the past seven years.
 181.	And your policy has been to abolish sub-
ordinate posts and increase the higher posts ?—No.
 182.	For instance, you have been creating more
inspectors'   posts,   and   you  have  been   organising
sub-divisons,   sub-divisional   officers,  deputy-super-
intendents of police, and so forth.    You have been
doing that of late ?—That has been a part of the
policy,  yes—not .of late;  it has been  very  long|
standing.	\
 183.	But you have been pursuing this policy of
increasing the higher posts ?—I do not know that we
have increased the higher posts.
 184.	Do you mean to say adjusting the posts m
such a way as to increase the  higher posts  and
decrease the subordinate posts ?—That rather goes
behind the motive.    The motive is that the only
part of the budget which will yield a crop which is

